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AN ADDRESS TO THE NATION ON REAL CHURCH REFORM 


Friends and Fellow Countrymen 


Ir is far from being my wish to tempt you from your attachment to 


the services and forms of the E&tablished Church, but so long as there 
are connected with this establishment certain things which are now de- 
monstrated to be a source of oppression and inhumanity—a great cause 


of hypocrisy, vice, and infidelity—the chief promoters of disunion and bad 


fellowship betwixt the clergy and the laity—it becomes every friend of his 


kind and his country to lay bare these enormities, and call every good in- 
fluence into operation to remove them. The church is yours ; it is called 
itional ; its immense revenues are the produce of your industry, l 
the applic tion of its wealth is directed by those who are said to b 
our representatives You gave it birth; you swaddled it in its inf \ 
in its ith it was lovely in your eyes l, like all other fa rit l 
poil t th tl d things which it was then I 
. to « But istead ! I neg the | es church y * 
( t least t | part tt 1 woul hav S to its ¢ ! 
< ri I « its tith an its d | sO capt t 
p i yy the cl which its professions t 
idmirers, with others of like 1 l, for a long t e | t 
sweet damsel into their own keeping. And now that her defor 
tected, and the mal-appropriati n of her immense wealth is con pl | of, 
her paramours are forced to admit, though unwillingly, the necessity of r 
form But what is the reform intended? what is Lord Henley’s measw 
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you may be to aid in supporting a minister of your own, from w] - 
50 - 
ful labours you receive religious consolation, you object, and \ l t 3y 
T ; , , :, 
rightly, to be compelled to do this; and you have still stronger object 
. to compel those, who, conscientiously dissenting from the church, 
their own ministers to support; but the strongest objection « ll is. t { 
give your labour, your money, and your corn, under the 1 ti 
tence of supporting religion, to the man whom you never see, w] : 
s are those of an alien, and whose lips never uttered on your 
. =r t 
admon 
j 2 ? ' 
\re these things to continuer They are, unless you arouse I ; 
} J .} — + } . = eS: a \ ’ 
un, the church is yours; it bears your name; it 1s called naliona ) { 
6] » chang She ’ inti taal 
1 therelore change it, or disown it, as you please, and apply, as 1 
per, all the immense funds, which, in King Henry’s days, yout f 
ther church, to such other purposes as the national hon 
rences of the times seem to require. A man just entering into | 
tart an establishment, useful at the commencement, but as his f 
‘ . 2 _ | thy itnd 4 t ] 
ections increase, and Dy the Vicissitudes oF tin itm 
iid not such a man, if he were wise, remove the nu ice? 
intenance were sinking him to,the ground, he would es} . 
Ist some who were prejudiced in its fi ir might take it 1 t] 
hande mT ve it and noer it a } | 4 ‘ . 
lands, improve it, 1a render it ag Lu rul. 4 n ( t 
a : } 
I rene to the chul l t th | ssion I li I 
( - 
| 10 10n rv l } t r I 
t no longer be 1p 1 the « 
{ nesty of ¢& ernmen e al € de] 
fu of cl 1 debasement ; let religion 1 ¢ 
merit of m ing t tl : ld mean, and what t nt 
I hurchme et { 
let thi : 
i 
ri f then t tt pe 
ll} ry at t 
t i € 
that t ( 
i I j rt { 
4 ‘ mal 4 + : + 
| l own part . and tO as l proc annIne t ( 
s protector, and the labour of an impoverish« : 
y ’ I lreland is to be drag oned to preserve the s LOV 
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opposition to the declared sense of the nation, for the sake of the selfish- way. 


ness and avarice of those who traffic in souls, is it not to be expected clain 
that without a most vigorous, a most extraordinary effort, we shall | this , 
perpetually enslaved by this power? to € 

What then must be done? Must we rise up and strangle this adul In tl 
terous daughter of the mother of harlots? Must we fight sword in hand the 1 


and give her the honour of staining her chariot wheels with the blood of tl 








slain? No! A constitutional method is to be pursued ; and, if you ar and 
true to yours¢ lves, a ** divorce” must and will be effected. Your deputi nd 
are to make the laws, which laws are to say whether this particular syst ( | 
shall henceforth be called The Church of England, or whether the unmear 
ine, false de signation shall be dri ppt d altogether; and, adhe ring to trut _ 
and propriety, whether this, the Catholics, and the other dissenting churcl 
shall be called The Churches of England—whether eight or nine millions h 
year shall be abstracted from the country to answer a purpose, which, fro u 
candid estimation of the present moral character of the people, it 
vidently in ip ible of accon plishing—wh«e ther men shall im} iously attempt 
to remodel that which the Saviour has left perfect, and legislate upon si 
bject which is as much above their attainments to comprehend as it 
their privilege to meddle with—whether a religion of heavenly principles upo! 
and good practices, of the essence of charity and benevolence, propagated stitt 
by affectionate appeals to the conscience, and by the sanction of th thei 
hopes and fears of another world, is to be made an engine of state, ; in « 
source of oppression, the lever of selfishness, the covert of hypocrisy hoo 
and the greatest obstacle to the progress of purity and godliness. Yow an 
deputies are to make the laws on which these results depend. Your First mee 
and IMMEDIATE step, then, is to demand a pledge from evi ry parliamentary if t 
candidate to the simpi proposition, ‘‘ Every MAN SHALL MAINTAIN HI bo 
own.” On this the whol depends. Never mind the terms, ‘* the sep rati ind 
of church and state;"’ never stickle for words; get but a pledge to th and 
simp] propositi n, and u have so far done your luty. If nothing is t spe 
be taken out f tl f al freasury ; and nothing « m) } ry it of vour 
fields o1 ur pockets, for the support of any religious sect, but all left t f ] 
the free, spontaneous efforts of the parties themselves, nothing need to 1 a si 
feared. The exclusive privil s claimed by the clergy in various d part wh 
ments will soon fall off: they will no longer pertinaciously cleave to t bri 
exe lusive ser Ss, util gain be take nh aw Ly. For instance, take away th rot 
£200 and £300 a year allowed out of the county rate to the chaplains of ou rit 


prisons, and Catholics, and Methodists, and all others would soon find their 
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- way Lucre is the soul of monopoly. Electors of England! reject th 5 | 
Uc claims of every man that refuses to subscribe this just, this eqguital im! 
this peace producing position. In a few days your Sovereign will call you 
to elect deputies to represent you in the legislation of the ce untry i” 
lul In the name of bleeding Ireland—in the name of distracted England—in t. 
the name of that religion which never ceases to proclaim peace on earth 
th 1 will to men, I beseech y act honestly, firmly, and fear j 
las I k overwh« ning majority of you are for religious ¢ t 
t | freedo d for every party supportin its own, by your de j 
‘ ‘ t ‘ con bot tl king and the nobility that t 
u l t1 \ i KE { en of your own minds on t 1 
t cha th t I t pattie ni | { id ne ; ‘ { 
. tor { Ss just | L we l l ist s¢ 1 ¢ 
htened, patriotic, « tent m who are pl ed. not , = 
rch reform, but to 7 pe tell tl 1 to act wit ‘ 
1 tedness, an t t ‘ | WW a oe 
pt erve to rest t ~ tl pres t ‘ o>. ‘ 
ion, they do their dut 
Q 
But, in the s l pl vou 1 t ( I d t 
) n a blank I ex] I ! ] t t « rar yw CO 
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: their request i tl ( | that every 3 , 
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want of such petitions, they may legislate without sufficient inform 


4 


and being supported by the aristocracy and the leading journals of t 
day, may erroneously imagine, from the inactivity of the country, the pau 


and irregularity of the petitions, that a state religion and ecclesiast 





taxation are not so abhorrent to rlishmen as some would represent. | 


, , 
} 


tae Wis! 


and will of the country be known, and however repugnant to tl 


own interests, the legislature cannot long o public opinion, espe 

when raised for the extinction of a system at t i rib] fects of w 

recollection revolts. May evel paris i I ( inct ind 

rally begin immediately) to prepare petitions for the new parliament! | 

as the « itents of the Moral Reformer a: neces urily unKnHOWD 1D 
irts <« KE i > | ho that I ( I | tus t 
ea, throu 1 the 1 vs = ol rol 
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have so long professed. 


you have a preponderance of wealth, and it 


11 
isreauy 


notwithstanding, fly upon the poor Dissenters 


hurdens, who at the same time have to support th 
ou ought to be ashamed, for thou the law 
collect rates and dues, how Christian-like it woul 
iv, ‘No, we will not all In! ] n 
brethren t ne en ‘ , 1 | ‘ 
' , =) 
i WW 
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shall have any power to compel support from the rest. ‘‘ Let every one life 
maintain his own,” is a universally received proposition, and your peti- dee 
tioners earnestly implore your honourable house shortly to make this th bet! 
law of the land. Any church reform that does not recognise this prin- cru 
ciple, they believe, will disappoint the nation, and will most assur 
perpetuate agitation and discontent. t 
The tithes and the ereat extent « f prop rty which are at present to | 
tached to the established church, your petitioners hope may be dis um: 
as the justice of th case and tl necessities and pres ut welfare of t " 
tl may require 
Whilst every facilit s given to! t t surest 
of nati | prosperity, your petit rs | I no se t eS 
continue all coercive measures, and to adopt such . 
is most likely to secure peace and trang uillity to En mn , 
Scotland; and your petitioners will ever pray. ul 
WwW 
er 
FEMALE DEPRAVITY. and 
Nothing can be more deplorable than the prese nt de eraded condit watt 
of many of our young females among the working classes. The moth thei 
smiles at the infant on her knee, prides herself upon its promising parts and 
as it prattles and runs along the floor, but little thinks, how much misery 
awaits both it and her, so soon as it is by necessity forced into corrupt as 5 
sociations to earn its bread. Oh! cruel world! which blasts the fairest e 
blossoms, and spoils, with ruthless hands, the sweetest flowers of the lan« t 
Insensible must be the heart that cannot feel the enchantment of a femal k 
smile; but dead to virtue and true gallantry must be the wretch who lays stral 
snares for his defenceless victim, and by his brutal conduct draws dow | 
upon the prospects of innocence the clouds of blackness and despair. In 
the poor office, there is a regular department called the ‘‘ Bastardy,” and 
never, till I went thither, could I have had any idea of the extent of this 
business. The overseers are obliged to take cognizance of these cases, ' 
and it is truly distressing to see the number of applications for relief up 
this ground alone, and not the less so to learn, that by far the greater numb 
of men, instead of marrying those th V have debased, abscond, and neithe1 
do this nor even contribute to the children whom they have been the mea — 
of bringing into the world. Oh! how base, how vile, how hard hearted mili¢ 
veni 


are these wretches! and yet, while the female is doomed to disgrace for 
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, life, the man, often the vilest of the two, though he repeats his infamous 
ne 
ti deeds, preserves his honour and his standing in society! How is it that 


betrayed innocence should suffer, whilst the wily villain can repeat his 
crimes with impunity ? 
Another revolting view of the degradation of the female charac 
ter is seen in the vast increase of the houses of ill fame. Compared 
. to the metropolis, to Liverpool, and such large towns, Preston at on¢ 
ime might have been said to be clear of these pests; but now every 
lecent person is complaining of their vast increase. It is impossible to go 
ugh the town in an evening without being attacked by some of those 
fortunate beings who, depraved themselves and lost to all sense of shame, 
we seeking the ruin of the thoughtless and unwary. What must be the 
nxiety of a good father, who, having watched over his children and 


rought them up in virtuous paths, knows, that allowing his sons to be 


t 


‘ 


of doors in an evening, they are exposed to snares and temptations 
which may ruin them for life! The case is dreadful, and I am told that 


every stratagem is used to inveig 


e young girls to these haunts of wicked- 
ness by those who have become old and hardened in this crime. Mothers 
and female guardians! take great,care of the charge placed in your hands ; 
watch the inclination for company, and use every exertion to impress upon 
their minds the importance of a modest demeanour, chaste conversation, 
and a pure life. 


. Various causes contribute to female demoralization, though its begin- 
ings may generally be traced to corrupt associations. Listen to the lan- 
‘ ruage and observe the behaviour of the young pe yple as thev leave the 
' ctory, and you will cease to wonder at the immodest stare, the wanton 
, . } 9 ? ret} ] 
looks of many of the young females. Both sexes mix together, and, unre- 
strained by anv good influence, indulge in obscene language and filthy re- 
rks, and here it is that the contamination begins; here virtu i l 
st, so as to render them unable to withstand the tempt t 
1) they are afterwards exposed. 
: rhe case is little bette: parent x 
es of irl ( r T ] Cc t t 
T Wi ( i I 
evil of the fac I rm it lr} I 
ses of thi poor are aiso iadaitional cause of ten } 


; nen and women, fathers, mothers, and children, and freque ntly mix fa 
milies, live together, and not only eat but wash and do many of their con- 


: veniences in the same place. In my visitations I frequently blush at the 
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reform you are the fittest agents, and I beseech you, by the honour of 


sex, as well as by the ties of humanity, to trv what you can do. Li 


number of you combine your exertions; visit the homes and the ha 


+ 


of the girls who work in factories ; speak to them as their friends, and 
tect the attention of their mothers to the duty of inculcating modesty 
good behaviour But don’t stop here; go to the very hot-b 
in t tt thr visits of r virt s females strike t 
ror ft + ywrot at t t = y ns wh s y l 
‘ : — stratareme th Lilt 
G rs, 8 t « i s the town, go as fr 
‘ ’ he mates vour sob warning though the cas 
‘ be t ns of recla ng 
"i ( or 1 ort i t through « 
] to t g ths I work is not pleasant 
f ( ( / rl d that | s exist; they ar 
rs ro! VW t | & I u dont torv ird t 
s no rem to be found. Quit vour sofas and your sitting-rooms 
Ss arr irselves to a godly phalanx ; make 
est : ts of vice; and if you but partially succes 
, one degt | ter, you will enjoy a pleasure in youl 
: : h all the insipidities of fashion can never equal. 
I { ACTEI ( 
It l nt D | ni it { / ~ 
lis abl 1 t 1 tor I t t . 
3s 1 not be the forfeiturs t ! t t r. 1 
t i I irt I in I ss l ) S 
pers ' 
ny | The ma 
e streets ’ rren Lye I 
ul r and respect lity the « ! Ss f ! t 
use: then unners, the ir language and their KS, id ft 
appearance, tell plainly that their habits are intemper Those wh 
harged with the maintenance of the peace, are ordered to put down tl 
xcesses of public houses, and to insist upon obedience to the laws, shoul 
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lecturers than these ‘two gentlemen can scarcely be found. Clear in 
arrangement, powerfully argumentative, felicitous in expression, and re- 
ferring to subjects in which commerce, civilization, humanity and religion 
are deeply concerned, it was impossible these lectures should be otherwise 
than highly interesting. To these two gentlemen the country is under in- 
finite obligations. We complain of corruption, we are constantly b 


the depressions of trade, and suffering ourselves to labour,under del 


as to the cause. Instead of biting and devouring one another, it is most 
evident that monopolies should be the object of our attack, and particularly 
the East India monopoly. The energies of this country will be wasted in 


vain, our resources extracted, if we continue to suffer the monopolists to 


reap all the advantage. The East India question is one with which every 
capitalist, tradesman, and philanthropist ought to be acquainted, and | 
doubt not Mr. Buckingham’s labours will induce many both to think and act 
who have hitherto felt quite indifferent. The West India question, involving 
the interests of 800,000 of our fellows, and th« principle, whether it be 
right for one man to hold another who has done no wrong in personal 
bondage, are by Mr. Thomson’s lectures placed in a very convincing 


} - oR n 


! How inexhaustible are the s ipplies of 


light. Whata world in which we live! 
nature ; how contributory to the happiness of the inhabitants is the earth on 
which we live! and yet, in the east, in the west, near home, and far from 


and even in the very land in which we live, we find a harvest of 


home, 
isery and discontent. Whence is it? It all originates in the wickedness 
fman. The bad conduct of privat individuals is not felt so extensive] 
it public companies erect systems of iniquity: by these systems th 


tions are enslaved, human rights invaded, and for the gratification « 


small part of mankind, the world is kept in terror. Bad as is colonial and 
East Indian b lage t can onlv be continued bv ow Wh permiss 
r} cl rter of | rt LOY se countries s tl di ofa B) j 
j f hut w r ( ) S¢ red unl s ft i / | 
nds of sti they e Vv wealt thev t 
~ pos du st vernment attack t ! I es 
rted by the pe pl , we shall never make head against I f 
mopolists. Th pl tn ters ! otten j I 
tle; but w t .% sit t 
pk ‘ . ' t h 0 ‘ 
t ~ bes to wit vertu 
concealed ; and 
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appearance of tardiness in carrying forward their measures may easily bh 


accounted for. Arrayed against these salutary reforms, which every dis. 


interested man knows to be important, are enemies and monopolists 
every hue—borough-mongers, bank-mongers, church-mongers, East Ind 


and West India mongers. All these are powerful; and though some of 


them are opposed to each other, in the event of a probable defeat they will 
combine their power against both ministry and people. If the present 
+ ¢ 


ministers manifest virtue and courage sufficient to attempt in earnes 


in 


break up these monopolies and to extinguish slavery, they will acquire it 


} | } 


mortal fame: and to encourage them in this, the wh country ought t 


offer them their support; for until they are sure they have this, any 


1 


tempt to grapple with their ciant-like foes would be futile and vain. | 
urge this particularly, because a certain class of reformers, instead of per- 
ceiving the policy of supporting a reforming ministry, and keeping 
the c untry united, till its enemies ere de stroyed, are evermore, either 
through weakness or wickedness, preaching dissension and opposition 
the effect of which at present is to strengthen the hopes of the mor 

polists, and, if carried on successfully, in all probability to bring back to 
power those who created them. Granting that there are great imperfec- 


tions in the present ministry, the question has been betwixt these and 


those a great deal worse; and with so mapy great national questions just 
bet us, let us try the men who have at least made one successful struggle 
for rtv: if th betray our c fidence, then w withdraw our support. 
[ speak to thinking, peaceable reformers; but to those who wish to sink 


the mountains in the sea and to revolutionize the earth into a level, my 
| itions will not apply I wish every evil in church and state to b 


} 
practicable means, are what 


TEMPERANCE CAUSE IN PRESTON. 


The s ty established in this town continues to prosper The 
weekly meetings are crowde 1 to ex ss, and the interest excited by t} 
different speakers seems to exceed any thing ever attempted in Preston be- 
fore. The addition to the number of members has averaged of late about 
YU0a week, an the total number is about 1500. Many drunkards have be 
reformed, and are steadfast and exem] lary characters; and still creat 
numbers of moderate drinkers, both members and others, have becom 
more moderate Indeed the public mind is getting informed, and we h 
reason to hope that by perseverance and the zealous co-operation of re- 


1, y . } | } +, . ] 
is inftlue! , we Shall yet see a state of society, s er, Virtuous and 

















Another public tea party, similar to our last, will be 


happy: 


is expected that 1000 persons will sit down together 


Christmas, when 


+ 
t 


o enjoy that innocent ch erfulness and rational conviviality which t 


societies continu 


perance prine iples 


in the country places, in consequence of the labours and exerti 


ls 


yped that in every town the impo 


me of our principal streets, 
part of the town. 
ffee for jerry, 8 reading for cards, 
intervals of leisure 
>to our working m« 


Working Man’s Reading Room,” 


wspapers and other periodic i 


point of starting a 


With this, the Temperance: 


Diffusion of Knowledg« 


Houses, 


me going to spend his time in a public house, 


st compelled to drink intoxicating liquors, 80 many have been ru 
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1). 
publicatl 


; 


return the compliment. In doing this, I beg since 


yur readers against e\ 


would seem as if you were disposed to set y¢ 


who happens to be in easier circumstances than ot! 





system which you pu 





As to ‘‘ exclusive dealing,”’ it is scarcely necessary to waste another 


remark. It is tacitly acknowledged in every reply to be in itself unjust 
and oppressive, and contrary to the purity and freedom of election; but 
is justific d by the nec ssity of the case, and the precede nts of others. B 


hot 7 tie 1 ' 


[ am satisfied, that it is not only wrong in principle but impolitic in pr 


tice, and will fail of accomplishing its object in every instance where 

tried. I am, however, glad to find, after a great deal of passion and 

temper, that its advocates are softening it down to “friendly deal 
| 


Against this I have no objection. My objection has always been ag 


connecting interest with voting; influencing a man against his own cony 


tions by promises of custom, or threats to withhold it; and the assumpt 


of a power « I pu ishing men for conscientious opinions The merit 
«e ] - »? ] _ } . ] 4 
exciusive dealing I take now to be set at rest; and I hope tha 


tyranny of ‘‘ exclusive employment,” which is the same demon in anot 


1ape, will never again be practised in Preston. When a man perfor 
his labour according to his agreement, his master might as well go and vio- 
late his bed as interfere with the sacred rights of his conscience. How can 
we complain of the tyranny of government, if we seek every opportunity 
to practise it among ourselves ? 

You have undertaken the responsible office of managing a week! 
periodical, and I need not say, that if you be men distinguished either for 
philanthropy or patriotism, you ought to lament any evil effects which 
your writings may produce. As the merit of a cause is generally esti- 
mated, in the public mind, by the way in which it is advocated, how careful 
we should be, lest by eithe r ignorance, passion, or revenge, we should 
strangle the cause it is our object to uphold! The language of your pa- 


} .) 
li 


per, as to the middling and the upper classes in society, is generally of th 
most criminatory, provoking, and revengeful cast. It is easy to writ 


is under excited feelings, and to embody in declamation charges the 


most unfounded; and, unfortunately, with some, language like that of fe- 
male belligerents, when ] it upon paper, 18 receive d as sacred truth. Let 


charges be fixed where they are merited, but let not your exasperated 
feelings lead you to condemn the guiltless, because they happen to be a 
=e niet ’ Cine weer » shades sacl a 

grade above the working man. rive every Man the same right of enjoy- 


ing political opinion as yourselves; and if many of the class ré 
have not join¢ d you, as a party, 1s 1t not pr bable that the excessive abus 
you pour upon them is the principal cause? In describing the pur 


the enjoyments, and the character of the middling classes, I believe you are 


is much mistaken as you are in reference to the importance of capital, o1 


i 


- 


property, uniting with labour in order to secure th« prosperity of all. Rail 











her as you may against capitalists, and magnify, as you ought to do, the im- 





2 nortance of labour, every man who will sit down « ly to examine th 

‘ = seive the iadissolubl aan , = — 

» Wilil per ive the sadissoiuble connection (espe laLyY In a mercantile 

But untry) betwixt dabour, capital, and skill. Thousands are misled upon this 


ct, and, because by bad government, by monopolies, and by the ge- 


ral influence of bad principles, they do not get their fair portion of the 


i 


: . ’ ' : ; 
tional produce, their hostility is indiscriminately directed against thos« 
them. If you wish to uncivilize society, and to let every man live by 
he may catch, u have a strong argument for a /eveling syste 
‘ \ h ¢ re t} har : * ty , i] +. tr ++ : 
1 Wish to cure the happiest trame Work Of soc! tv, to treat the - 


idations of ares with the hand of a skilful architect, you should try to 


_— * 9 


h all classes to respect each other, and to make common cause against 


known enemies of the national weal. Would any man, in order to open 


channels « f pri sperity to the poor, advise the breaking up ¢ f every foun- 

i Capit 1 in the land? No; one class cannot do without the other 

no. , ‘ } nose without the } 1 ¢)} ne ithmy + ‘ ‘ 
i mo! than th and witnout } nead, the arms without the feet. 
‘an We are all bound together in a manner which clearly shows it is our duty 
ity und interest to remain so; and itis contrary to reason, and to fact, to ex- 


‘t any success in reforming our institutions while one class is taught to 
e 
cI] bite and devour another. That there are aristocrats among the middling 


fol classes, I readily admit; but that they are generally opposed to the poor, o1 





ch that they have yught any exclusive privilege to the prejudice of others, I 
ti- venture to deny. And I do lament most deeply the unceasing attempts 
ul that are made to produce this false impression. What is it that carried 
ld t Catholic question, that repe aled the Tests, and passe 1 the Reform Bill, 
a- t the united voice of all classes? What was the phalanx at Birm 
x t said, at the critical moment, ‘‘ Let Wellington give up,” and he gay 
te p, but an union of all grades, from the rich banker to the humblest art 
1e€ san? And now that the bill is passed, which, though it does not confer 
- the right of equal represt ntation, adds considerably to the p pular consti- 
t tuency, and destroys a great number of the forts of corruption, let us ra- 
d ther conciliale than prot ke the upper classes, to induce t it » join Us in 
a the main struggle which is yet to take place in the new parliament; and 
- we ( I t secur¢ let us at least p! ve by our cond 1 it we @ r 
sanction and support of every order in societ 
But you urge your r aders to physical resistance, to the sw 
sheddi g of blood! and this not mere ly against some foreign or « 
tic foe of our country, but against your neighbours who happen 
fluent than ye urselves ! In an article headed Cotton Lords,” the fi 


ntence 1 And the dry sabre LoNnGs to pay BLOOD our unimag 








“| tf 26 


fo 


able wrongs!!! 


and the whole article is in perfect keeping with the b 


ginning. Now, I ask you seriously, do you mean what you say? for th 


is no subject for trifling. To raze the foundations of society, to trample 


upon the law, to level all distinctions, to whet the sword, and to sabr 
your fellows, is too much for language to sport with, and cannot proce 
from a sober mind, wishful for immediate, peaceable, and rational i 
provements. How many hundreds, perhaps thousands, during the la 
twenty years, have been incarcerated, transported, or finished their career 
on the gallows, through advice like this! Let the working men of Pres- 
ton beware of such counsel: if you choose to write and publish treaso1 
God grant that the innocent may not suffer through your rash advice! | 
can make every allowance for the flights of enthusiasm, and for the imagi- 
nation of the poet; but I do say, that, in reference to this most seric 
subject, you are daring the severity of the law, and engendering desig: 
which you may one day have reason to repent. 

I presume not to judge of your moral or religious views, but allow n 
to express my deep regret that papers are admitted which are neither 
friendly to the one nor the other ; and while scripture phraseology is used 
to excess, a defiance of its principles is maintained without disguise. Be- 
ware how you sow the poisonous seeds of infidelity, and thus (whether de- 
signedly or not, I will not say) rob your readers of the strongest incen- 
tives to virtue, and the only cheering stimulant of hope. 

If, before I conclude, I am asked what I want to be done, I answer 
in the first place, let every man before he attempts to reform the govern- 
ment or the nation, reform himself. This done, let all classes unite to ob- 
tain a constitutional redress for all our grievances. Let all our applica 
tions carry with them the weight of intelligence and character ; and then 
we may proceed, as in the bond of brotherhood, to petition and to remon 


strate for the extension of the franchise—the removal of the taxes on 


knowledge—the repeal of the corn laws—the abolition of slavery —th« 
opening of the trade to India and China—the separation of church and 
state—and every other salutary revision of our laws You may advis« 
much shorter, a head-long course, but the event will prov as it has 
often proved during the last twenty years—that the failure of your object 
will be in proportion to the rashness of your means 

One other request, and I have done. When any of your writers t 


proper to honour my name with so many virtues, in order that I may shev 
my gratitude, you will be pleased to order them to give their names [ 


am sure your manly spirit must detest the ambush assassin, and equally so 


iwht vou to djsown every anonymous accuser This reasonable request 
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be his success ; 


yet as Nature was created and is subjected to his control by God, as a 


thousand little circumstances over which the agent has no power may either advance or 


thwart his endeavours, and as his very 
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upon that judgment. Even the w 
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r nd great, but how very ferent we usually are 
) volence is greater tl wealth, and whose 
‘ pe yal gratifications, aud often of h om 
ly r tly of a man’s character, but seldom act 
men have stooped to the practices of socic ty at 

to r admiration cl arity decked in all her he avenly 
acrificed all to his country’s welfare, lauded the vir- 


ist of privation, they have bent the knee to mammon, 
and luxury. While such is the case, can we wonder 
h mistaken conceptions of the value of wealth, and 


t and esteem ? 


) materially to procure them resp 
ard of morals from the practices of the world to the 

shall be led to a right view of this importaut question, 
| genuine morality, the declared will of God, concern- 


will generally, I believe, be found to be but a clearer 








exposition of the grea iman losophy, stamped with the seal of unerring 
truth. From these sources happi s ever declared to low—from dispensir g enjoyment, 
rather than from a selfish restriction means of happiness to our individual gratifica- 
tion -—t he who imparts is twice t l, for he confers a blessing himself and upo 
another ;—+t! harity (the man of which is beneficence) is the most ex 
cellent of all Christian virtues nd yet, Sir, one would think, from eneral pract 
of mankind, that these were only old wive fal ( at best, t nproved specula 
of theorists, and that in reality hap] s ce 1 umulatio flowed from ser ! 
rratificati If, however, it be hat all tl were created by God for the good of 
mankind, if it be true tl he \ f what he pe € nd that } will 
! 1 here tor I t t W has ¢ harged his trust, 

art K¢ g aw ‘ . ! ‘ ty, who lay house to 
} 1 to bar | y tl ) “ Eat, d k 
and ery thou } ! | re laid up for ma day t hast now f hed t 
| 3 of | » that 1 ri} for luring the rem der of tl ! to 
t ¥ ea ‘ ry thy ple I tt ] pr cal la i 4 
‘ th | ) will indeed pay r two ¢ t hal ea y r l rs of 

1y benevolent institutions, and think they ha done ) ) the 

il obligations ; or, content with the prov of the po ws. conceive that 

legislature have made a ompromis¢ with God, | have take th tv of charity « 
hands—an enactment for which they feel heartily tl kfi re them { . L 
that they would have found very irksome, a y detrime l to t re} which tl 
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t imparts an authority which none will dispute. The Lord Chancellor Brougham thus s 
} of Mr. Te mplet n's system: “* This is the pl n I have been ki Jor ll my i . Tt 
- be published.” 
Mr. Templeton, by means of rods, which are four-sided, three side f wi 
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Glasgow, 10th October, 1832. E. M. 
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MORE EXACTIONS 





and free. If the priests will have our money, let them have it as our blood. If they will 


have our support, let them have it at the exper f every law of hospitality and good 


citize nship, by th Ire of our property, ind 1 I ic le: let them seize , but who will 





